ANSLATION OF NOTICE OF REJECTION 

Dispatch Number: 099547 
Date Mailed: 18 November 2003 

Number of Demand for Trial: Appeal No. 2002-16822 
(Patent Application No.): 07-318374 
Date Drafted: 11 November 2003 

Appeal-Examiner-in-Chief Appeal Examiner: Hiroyuki 
Daikoku 

Demandent: Industrial Technology Consulting. Inc. (and 
another demandent) 
Attorney: Kenzo HARA 

The application regarding the foregoing appeal is 
rejected as a result of collegial examination, for the 
reasons set forth below. If the applicant has any 
comments on this Office Action, a response should be filed 
within 3 months from the mailing date of this Action. 

Reasons for Rejection 

Reason 1 

Citation 1: Tokukaihei 4-231645 Publication 
Citation 2: Tokukaihei 6-99069 Publication 
Citation 3: Tokukaihei 7-232064 Publication 
Citation 4: Tokukaihei 6-327980 Publication 
Citation 5: Tokukaihei 4-27431 Publication 

(1) With regard to the inventions according to Claim 1 of 
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the present application 

The invention according to Claim 1 of the present 
application is a process for purifying an exhaust gas from 
gasoline engines of a fuel-direct-injection type by using a 
specific catalyst. However, as described in Citation 1, 
such purification of an exhaust gas of engine with a 
catalyst is a publicly-known technique. Further, that 
catalyst containing at least one kind of noble metals and 
transition metals carried by or mixed with a fire-resistant 
inorganic oxide, which is generally used for purifying an 
exhaust gas of a motor vehicle, has been known, as 
described in Citations 2 through 5, as a common 
technology before filing of the present application. 

Accordingly, such a purification of an exhaust gas 
from gasoline engines of a fuel-direct-injection type with 
the publicly-known catalyst generally used for purifying 
an automobile exhaust gas (such as the catalysts 
described in Citations 2 through 5) could have easily been 
achieved by persons who have common knowledge in the 
technical field to which the inventions pertains. Further, 
no critical significance can be seen in the values of the 
BET superficial area and the pore diameter of the 
fire-resistant inorganic oxide according to Claim 1 of the 
present invention; likewise, no particularity can be found 
in the value of the carrying quantity of noble metals and 
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transition metals. (Citation 2 Page 2 Line 41 to 42). 

Therefore, the invention according to claim 1 of the 
present invention could have easily been made by persons 
who have common knowledge in the technical field to 
which the inventions pertains, on the basis of the 
inventions described in Citations 1 through 5. 

(2) With regard to the inventions according to Claim 1 of 
the present application 

The inventions according to Claims 2 through 9 of 
the present invention are to further limit the Claiml; 
however, no particularities can be seen in the limitations 
of these claims. Thus, the invention according to Claims 
2 through 9 of the present invention could have easily 
been made by persons who have common knowledge in the 
technical field to which the inventions pertains, on the 
basis of the inventions described in Citations 1 through 5. 

(3) Conclusion 

Accordingly, the invention according to Claims 1 
through 9 of the present invention should not be granted 
a patent under the provision of Japanese Patent Law 
Section 29(2) 

Reason 2 

The invention according to Claims 3 and 7 of the 
present invention is a method of purifying an exhaust gas 
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at a specific range of temperature; however, the "Detailed 
description of invention" of the present application only 
describes a purification method of an exhaust gas with a 
specific catalyst (the catalysts carrying platinum, rhodium, 
zirconium, or cerium). In a general purification method 
of an exhaust gas with a catalyst, the temperature range 
for activation differs depending on the catalyst; thus it is 
difficult even for a person skilled in the art to predict that 
catalysts having any components are capable of 
purification with respect to an exhaust gas which changes 
from low temperature to high temperature. However, the 
description of the "Detailed description of invention" of 
the present application is not sufficient to teach persons 
in the art that not only the concrete examples in the 
described embodiment but also any catalysts containing 
noble metals and transition metals are capable of 
purification of an exhaust gas which changes low 
temperature to high temperature. 

Accordingly, the "Detailed description of invention" 
of this application fails to comply with Japanese Patent 
Law Section 36(4). 



-5- 



Any inquiry concerning this Office Action should be 
directed to: 

EXAMINER: Naoto Noda, 17th Appeal Dpt., 
PHONE: 03-3581-1101 (ext. 3717) 
FAX: 03-3580-8013 
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